
After the Train: A Haunting and Lyrical
Coming-of-Age Story by Gloria Whelan
Gloria Whelan's "After the Train" is a critically acclaimed and award-winning
young adult novel that has captivated readers with its haunting and lyrical
prose. Published in 1997, the novel tells the story of Celia Kilbride, a young
girl whose life is forever changed after a tragic accident involving a train.

A Heartbreaking Loss and Its Aftermath

The novel opens with the devastating train crash that claims the lives of
Celia's parents and younger brother. Celia survives, but she is left
physically and emotionally shattered. As she struggles to cope with her
grief and loss, she finds herself drawn to the abandoned train car that holds
the remnants of her family's past.

After the Train by Gloria Whelan
4.3 out of 5

Language : English
File size : 285 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 162 pages

FREE

https://readinglist.deedeebook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IlwvV3o1YStGQWlBekxTNEZLWEo0cEt5YzlseHZrc3YxaTBJbDNYR2ZxWTFaOEx3c0FGUHo1TkFtMGxjVVkycXhiZnN1azNSaFM2VnRLcDIyUzBGUG9ibHJUcHQ2Z0k5RStQd2RvZFFSOXMxN3U1Y0pVT0VQWVRFWmNMSUxVWDBQNGJRM2M1MDZvMFVhcEZRQnJkdnJZVmxVYSsxNEJjd01MOFJlWXZaeFVcL29FPSIsIml2IjoiODg2NDAxNzRhZjhkZWYxM2UyMjE4ZjA4ZmZiYmMyMmYiLCJzIjoiZjY1YmMwNjMwNzMzZTlmYyJ9
https://readinglist.deedeebook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IkhzXC9NTDFIb01mUDJxc1wvMjRZTjdRQmpiY3ZSZmhxeG1vUEpUYlpqN001UDJzTGt2NzM4Zm5uZUZ6cURkU0s0RHo0S2hHV0p4VzdRbCt6RDhMQXdiclJoYU5LWDM3RVgxa0x5bHl4U09wT2J1SFE4d1ZnaE1iNHQyVnpKWHNQSm91eFhnNkxLWUoxZ2ZmRVJ2cnZkeWQ5NUpNbmk3dElaT2xcL2ZsY3FCVlB0QT0iLCJpdiI6IjdmMTM2NDdiZDFlMDMyNGUyMWFiYjBlYmRkOWM2ZWE3IiwicyI6ImUyZDgzMzZjMTczMDYxYzkifQ%3D%3D
https://readinglist.deedeebook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6ImdzNGVPd3k0anBmdXg3UVR5SWZpNHd1bFwvWGF2VlJpOU5pb1JqOTJEdFJ6Q1dHRWNzUWhcL2FaUUdUaW80eGlZcnlYbjR5aW1yWVBwVUpaTlJlZm5LUEYxTUFkNGFlMnZMVENkNnF0b3BMeE5ZcnRwdGxrZzhkRW1nR2NBeTV2TXlvVml1eEZLVlhTd3lJZlkwSGFZc0R0bUE2bmRuWVVZWnluZEpQR0hwbXBZPSIsIml2IjoiMWZjMzczYzIzOTJkNWY1MTM3MmU0NjEwNDdiZDJlYzkiLCJzIjoiMzc2YjkyMjAwOTVkNGVmOCJ9


Through flashbacks and vivid imagery, Whelan captures the complexities of
Celia's grief. She oscillates between moments of profound sadness and
overwhelming numbness, struggling to make sense of the senseless
tragedy. The novel delves deeply into the psychological and emotional toll
that such a traumatic event can have on a young mind.

Finding Solace in the Depths of Despair
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Despite her pain, Celia slowly begins to find solace in the unlikely
companionship of Johnny, a homeless man who has taken refuge in the
abandoned train car. Johnny, who has also experienced loss and hardship,
becomes a lifeline for Celia, offering her a glimmer of hope and
understanding.
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Together, they explore the remnants of Celia's past and search for ways to
heal the wounds that have been left behind. Their friendship is a testament
to the human capacity for resilience and the power of shared trauma to
forge unexpected connections.

The Poetic Language of Loss and Redemption

Whelan's prose in "After the Train" is both lyrical and haunting, capturing
the raw emotions of grief and the complexities of the human experience.
She uses evocative imagery and sensory details to create a vivid and
immersive experience for readers.

“ "She walked through the long tunnel of her grief, feeling the
dampness of its walls, the weight of its low ceiling. She walked
alone, but she carried the memory of her family with her, like a
heavy cloak that she could not shed."

Gloria Whelan, "After the Train"”

Through her poetic language, Whelan explores the transformative power of
art and expression in the face of adversity. Celia finds solace in writing
poetry, and her poems become a way for her to process her grief and find
her own voice.

A Story of Resilience and Healing

"After the Train" is ultimately a story of resilience and healing. Through
Celia's journey, Whelan shows us that even in the darkest of times, there is



hope. Celia's ability to find meaning in her pain and to form new
connections is a testament to the human spirit's indomitable nature.

The novel ends on a note of poignant optimism, as Celia embraces the
future with a newfound sense of purpose and strength. Having confronted
her grief and come to terms with her loss, she is ready to move forward and
create a life for herself filled with meaning and hope.
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Gloria Whelan's "After the Train" is a powerful and moving novel that
explores the universal themes of grief, loss, and the complexities of the
human heart. Through its haunting and lyrical prose, the novel invites
readers to reflect on the ways in which we cope with tragedy and find
healing in the face of adversity. "After the Train" is a timeless and
unforgettable story that will resonate with readers of all ages.
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