
Barbarian: Forgotten Legends of the
Germanic Peoples
Barbarians were a diverse group of people who lived in Europe during the
early centuries of the Common Era. They were often seen as uncivilized
and savage by the Romans and Greeks, but they had their own rich culture
and history. In this article, we will explore the forgotten legends of the
Germanic peoples and learn about their gods, heroes, and customs.
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The Gods of the Germanic Peoples

The Germanic peoples had a pantheon of gods and goddesses who were
believed to control the forces of nature and human affairs. The most
important god was Odin, the All-Father. Odin was a wise and powerful god
who was associated with war, wisdom, and death. He was often depicted
with a long beard and a raven perched on his shoulder.
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Other important gods included Thor, the god of thunder; Loki, the trickster
god; and Freyja, the goddess of love and fertility. The Germanic peoples
also believed in a number of lesser gods and goddesses, such as elves,
dwarves, and giants.

The Heroes of the Germanic Peoples

The Germanic peoples had a rich tradition of heroic legends. These
legends told the stories of great warriors who fought against monsters,
dragons, and other evil forces. Some of the most famous heroes of the
Germanic peoples include Beowulf, Sigurd, and Dietrich von Bern.

Beowulf was a legendary warrior who fought against the monster Grendel
and his mother. Sigurd was a hero who killed the dragon Fafnir and won
the treasure of the Nibelungs. Dietrich von Bern was a hero who fought
against the Huns and other enemies of the Germanic peoples.

The Customs of the Germanic Peoples

The Germanic peoples had a number of customs and traditions that were
unique to their culture. These customs included the practice of drinking
mead, a fermented honey wine. The Germanic peoples also practiced a
form of trial by ordeal, in which a person accused of a crime was forced to
prove their innocence by undergoing a dangerous test.

The Germanic peoples also had a strong tradition of feasting and
celebration. These feasts were often held in honor of the gods or to
celebrate a victory in battle. The Germanic peoples also enjoyed playing
games, such as dice and board games.

The Legacy of the Germanic Peoples



The Germanic peoples left a lasting legacy on the world. Their legends and
heroes have inspired countless works of art and literature. The Germanic
peoples also played a major role in the development of European culture
and civilization.

Today, the legacy of the Germanic peoples can be seen in the languages,
customs, and traditions of many European countries. The Germanic
peoples have made a lasting impact on the world, and their forgotten
legends continue to fascinate and inspire people to this day.
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