
Framing Immigrants: News Coverage, Public
Opinion, and Policy
The way that immigrants are portrayed in the media has a significant
impact on public opinion and policy. News coverage can shape how people
think about immigrants, their experiences, and their contributions to society.
This, in turn, can influence the way that politicians and policymakers
address immigration issues.
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There is a growing body of research that examines the framing of
immigrants in the news. This research has found that immigrants are often
portrayed in negative and stereotypical ways. They are often depicted as
criminals, welfare recipients, and a threat to national security. This negative
framing can contribute to anti-immigrant sentiment and make it more
difficult for immigrants to integrate into society.
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It is important to note that not all news coverage of immigrants is negative.
There are also many news stories that portray immigrants in a positive
light. These stories highlight the contributions that immigrants make to
society and challenge the negative stereotypes that are often perpetuated
by the media.

How News Coverage Shapes Public Opinion

News coverage can shape public opinion in a number of ways. First, it can
raise awareness of a particular issue. Second, it can frame the issue in a
particular way. Third, it can influence the way that people think about the
issue.

In the case of immigration, news coverage can shape public opinion by
raising awareness of the issue. This can be especially important in
countries where immigration is not a major political or social issue. By
raising awareness of immigration, news coverage can make it more likely
that people will form an opinion on the issue.

News coverage can also shape public opinion by framing the issue in a
particular way. For example, news coverage can focus on the negative
aspects of immigration, such as crime and terrorism. This can lead people
to believe that immigration is a problem that needs to be addressed.
Alternatively, news coverage can focus on the positive aspects of
immigration, such as economic growth and cultural diversity. This can lead
people to believe that immigration is a benefit to society.

Finally, news coverage can influence the way that people think about an
issue. For example, news coverage can focus on the personal stories of
immigrants. This can help people to understand the challenges that



immigrants face and to see them as individuals, rather than as statistics.
Alternatively, news coverage can focus on the economic impact of
immigration. This can lead people to think about immigration in terms of
costs and benefits.

How News Coverage Influences Policy

News coverage can influence policy in a number of ways. First, it can raise
awareness of a particular issue. Second, it can frame the issue in a
particular way. Third, it can influence the way that politicians and
policymakers think about the issue.

In the case of immigration, news coverage can influence policy by raising
awareness of the issue. This can be especially important in countries
where immigration is not a major political or social issue. By raising
awareness of immigration, news coverage can make it more likely that
politicians and policymakers will address the issue.

News coverage can also influence policy by framing the issue in a
particular way. For example, news coverage can focus on the negative
aspects of immigration, such as crime and terrorism. This can lead
politicians and policymakers to believe that immigration is a problem that
needs to be addressed. Alternatively, news coverage can focus on the
positive aspects of immigration, such as economic growth and cultural
diversity. This can lead politicians and policymakers to believe that
immigration is a benefit to society.

Finally, news coverage can influence the way that politicians and
policymakers think about an issue. For example, news coverage can focus
on the personal stories of immigrants. This can help politicians and



policymakers to understand the challenges that immigrants face and to see
them as individuals, rather than as statistics. Alternatively, news coverage
can focus on the economic impact of immigration. This can lead politicians
and policymakers to think about immigration in terms of costs and benefits.

The way that immigrants are portrayed in the media has a significant
impact on public opinion and policy. Negative framing of immigrants can
contribute to anti-immigrant sentiment and make it more difficult for
immigrants to integrate into society. Positive framing of immigrants can
challenge these negative stereotypes and help to create a more inclusive
society.

It is important to be aware of the ways that news coverage can shape
public opinion and policy. By understanding how the media frames
immigrants, we can be more critical of the information that we consume
and we can work to create a more informed and just society.
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