
Geddy Lee: The Big Beautiful of Bass

Geddy Lee is one of the most iconic bass players in rock history. His
unique style and virtuosic technique have helped to define the sound of
Rush for over 40 years. Lee's playing is characterized by his use of
complex bass lines, often featuring countermelodies and intricate
fingerwork. He is also known for his powerful and melodic lead bass
playing.
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Lee was born in Toronto, Canada, in 1953. He began playing bass at the
age of 14, and by the time he was 17, he had joined Rush. The band's self-
titled debut album was released in 1974, and it quickly established Lee as
one of the most talented bass players in the world. Rush went on to release
a string of classic albums throughout the 1970s and 1980s, including 2112,
A Farewell to Kings, and Moving Pictures.

In addition to his work with Rush, Lee has also released several solo
albums. His most recent solo album, My Favourite Headache, was
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released in 2013. Lee has also collaborated with a number of other artists,
including Victor Wooten, Stanley Clarke, and Billy Sheehan.

Lee's bass playing has been praised by critics and fellow musicians alike.
He has been named one of the greatest bass players of all time by Rolling
Stone magazine, and he was inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame
in 2013. Lee's playing continues to inspire and influence bass players
around the world.

Lee's Bass Playing Style

Lee's bass playing style is unique and instantly recognizable. He is known
for his use of complex bass lines, often featuring countermelodies and
intricate fingerwork. He is also known for his powerful and melodic lead
bass playing.

Lee's bass playing is heavily influenced by jazz and classical music. He
often uses jazz chords and progressions in his bass lines, and he is known
for his ability to play complex and challenging bass lines with ease. Lee is
also a master of counterpoint, and he often uses his bass to create melodic
lines that complement and interact with the other instruments in the band.

Lee's bass playing is also characterized by his use of harmonics. He often
uses harmonics to create a variety of different sounds, from ethereal and
bell-like tones to more aggressive and distorted sounds. Lee is also known
for his use of tapping, a technique in which he uses his fingers to tap on the
fretboard to create a percussive sound.

Lee's Bass Gear



Lee has used a variety of different bass guitars throughout his career. His
main bass for many years was a Fender Jazz Bass, but he has also used
basses from Rickenbacker, Gibson, and Modulus. Lee is currently using a
custom-made bass from the Fender Custom Shop.

Lee's bass rig is also quite extensive. He uses a variety of different
amplifiers, cabinets, and effects pedals to create his signature sound. Lee's
rig is constantly evolving, but he typically uses a combination of solid-state
and tube amplifiers, as well as a variety of different effects pedals, including
distortion, overdrive, chorus, and delay.

Lee's Legacy

Geddy Lee is one of the most influential bass players in rock history. His
unique style and virtuosic technique have helped to define the sound of
Rush for over 40 years. Lee's playing continues to inspire and influence
bass players around the world.

Lee's legacy is secure as one of the greatest bass players of all time. He is
a true master of his instrument, and his playing has helped to shape the
sound of rock music for over four decades.



Photo by Eduardo Luiz from Rio de Janeiro, Brazil [CC BY 2.0
(https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0)], via Wikimedia Commons
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