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Jessie Willcox Smith (1863-1935) was one of the most celebrated
illustrators of children's books during the golden age of illustration. Her
work is characterized by its charm, sweetness, and nostalgic quality.
Smith's illustrations helped to shape the way we imagine childhood, and
her work continues to be beloved by children and adults alike.

Early Life and Education

Jessie Willcox Smith was born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, on
September 6, 1863. Her father was a successful businessman, and her
mother was a talented artist. Smith showed an early interest in art, and she
began taking lessons at the Pennsylvania Museum School of Industrial Art
at the age of 16.

In 1885, Smith enrolled at the Art Students League in New York City. She
studied under some of the most renowned artists of the day, including
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William Merritt Chase and Robert Henri. Smith's talent was quickly
recognized, and she soon began to receive commissions for illustrations.

Career

Smith's early illustrations were published in magazines such as Harper's
Bazaar and The Ladies' Home Journal. In 1897, she illustrated her first
children's book, A Child's Garden of Verses by Robert Louis Stevenson.
This book was a huge success, and it established Smith as one of the
leading illustrators of children's books.

Over the next three decades, Smith illustrated more than 50 children's
books. Some of her most famous works include The Wizard of Oz by L.
Frank Baum, The Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson Burnett, and The
Velveteen Rabbit by Margery Williams Bianco. Smith's illustrations brought
these classic stories to life, and they continue to inspire and delight readers
of all ages.

In addition to her work as an illustrator, Smith also taught at the
Pennsylvania Museum School of Industrial Art. She was a dedicated
teacher, and she helped to train a generation of young artists. Smith was
also a member of the National Academy of Design, and she served as its
president from 1926 to 1932.

Style

Smith's illustrations are characterized by their sweetness, charm, and
nostalgic quality. She often depicted children in idealized settings, and her
work is filled with a sense of innocence and wonder. Smith's illustrations
are also known for their technical virtuosity. She was a master of watercolor



and pen and ink, and her work is characterized by its exquisite detail and
delicate brushwork.

Smith's style was influenced by a number of different factors, including the
Pre-Raphaelite movement, the Arts and Crafts movement, and the work of
the American Impressionists. She was also inspired by her own childhood
experiences, and her illustrations often reflect her own memories of happy
times spent with family and friends.

Legacy

Jessie Willcox Smith is considered one of the most important illustrators of
children's books during the golden age of illustration. Her work helped to
shape the way we imagine childhood, and her illustrations continue to be
beloved by children and adults alike. Smith's legacy is also evident in the
many young artists she taught and inspired.

Selected Works

A Child's Garden of Verses by Robert Louis Stevenson (1897)

The Wizard of Oz by L. Frank Baum (1900)

The Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson Burnett (1911)

The Velveteen Rabbit by Margery Williams Bianco (1922)

The Tale of Peter Rabbit by Beatrix Potter (1929)

Jessie Willcox Smith was a true master of children's book illustration. Her
work is characterized by its charm, sweetness, and nostalgic quality.
Smith's illustrations have helped to shape the way we imagine childhood,
and her work continues to be beloved by children and adults alike.
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The Wizard of Oz, 1900
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The Velveteen Rabbit, 1922
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