
The Baroque Ukulele: Ancient Music for a
Modern Instrument
The ukulele, beloved for its sunny disposition and cheerful melodies, has
found a surprising new niche in the realm of early music. The baroque
ukulele, a hybrid of the traditional ukulele and the musical aesthetics of the
Baroque period, has emerged as an enchanting new instrument that
bridges the gap between history and modernity.
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Origins and History

The concept of the baroque ukulele emerged in the early 21st century
when musicians began experimenting with playing baroque music on the
ukulele. The ukulele's inherent portability and adaptability made it a suitable
candidate for this musical exploration.

Pioneering musicians such as Jim Beloff and Gernot Wolfgang recognized
the ukulele's potential to convey the intricate melodies and harmonies of
Baroque music. They began to develop playing techniques and
arrangements that drew inspiration from historical performance practices.

Design and Construction

The baroque ukulele typically resembles a traditional ukulele in its general
shape and size. However, subtle modifications are made to enhance its
suitability for early music.
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Stringing: Baroque ukuleles are typically strung with gut strings, which
produce a warmer and more resonant sound than nylon or
fluorocarbon strings. These strings are also tuned differently, often in a
historical tuning such as A-D-G-c or G-c-e-a.

Fretboard: The fretboard may be slightly wider than a standard
ukulele, providing more space for intricate fingerwork and
ornamentation.

Bridge: The bridge may be raised or altered to accommodate the use
of gut strings and to optimize intonation.

Soundboard: Baroque ukuleles often have a thinner soundboard than
modern ukuleles, resulting in a more delicate and nuanced sound.

Playing Techniques

Playing the baroque ukulele requires a unique set of techniques that draw
inspiration from historical performance practices.

Fingerpicking: Baroque ukulele players use a delicate and precise
fingerpicking technique to articulate the intricate melodies and
harmonies of early music.

Ornamentation: Ornaments, such as trills, mordents, and
appoggiaturas, are an essential part of baroque music. Baroque
ukulele players incorporate these embellishments into their playing.

Chords: Baroque ukulele players use a variety of chord voicings and
progressions that are characteristic of early music. These chords often
have a suspended or dissonant quality.



Historical Embellishments: Players incorporate additional historical
embellishments, such as rasgueados and golpes, to further enhance
the authenticity of their performances.

Repertoire

The repertoire for the baroque ukulele encompasses a wide range of early
music, from the lute songs of the Renaissance to the sonatas and
concertos of the Baroque period.

Some popular pieces performed on the baroque ukulele include:

Dowland's "Flow My Tears"

Bach's "Gavotte in D Major"

Corelli's "Sonata in D Minor"

Handel's "Suite in G Minor, HWV 465"

Vivaldi's "Concerto for Lute and Strings in D Major, RV 93"

The baroque ukulele is a mesmerizing fusion of early music and
contemporary sound. By blending the inherent charm of the ukulele with
the intricate melodies and harmonies of the Baroque period, this unique
instrument has created a captivating new niche in the world of music.

As players and enthusiasts continue to explore the possibilities of the
baroque ukulele, this innovative instrument will undoubtedly continue to
delight and inspire audiences for years to come.
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