
The Heartbreaking Stories of British War
Children: Julie Matern's Experience
When the air raid sirens wailed across Britain during World War II,
thousands of children were forced to leave their homes and families
behind, evacuated to safer areas of the country in a desperate attempt to
escape the relentless German bombing. These children, known as the
British War Children, carried with them the weight of uncertainty and fear,
their young lives forever marked by the tumultuous events that unfolded
around them.

Among these War Children was a young girl named Julie Matern, whose
poignant and unforgettable story is a testament to the resilience, hope, and
strength that can emerge even amidst the darkest of times.
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Julie was born in London in 1939, just months before the outbreak of World
War II. Her father worked as a civil servant, and her mother was a
homemaker. Julie had a happy and carefree childhood, filled with laughter,
games, and the love of her family.

However, everything changed when war broke out. The German Luftwaffe
began relentless bombing raids on London, and Julie's family was forced to
seek shelter in the underground tube stations. The nights were filled with
fear and uncertainty, as the thunderous explosions shook the ground and
the air was thick with smoke and debris.

Evacuation

In 1940, as the bombing intensified, the British government decided to
evacuate children from London and other major cities to safer areas of the
country. Julie, along with her two older brothers, was sent to live with a
foster family in the rural village of Ashwell in Hertfordshire.

Leaving her parents and familiar surroundings behind was a heart-
wrenching experience for Julie. She was only six years old, and the thought
of being separated from her loved ones filled her with terror. However, Julie
knew that this was for her own safety, and she bravely bid farewell to her
family, promising to return soon.

Life in the Countryside

Julie's foster family in Ashwell was kind and welcoming, but it was still a
difficult adjustment for her. She missed her parents and brothers terribly,
and she struggled to adapt to the rural lifestyle. Julie was used to the hustle
and bustle of London, and the peace and quiet of the countryside felt
strange and unfamiliar.



Despite these challenges, Julie slowly began to settle into her new
surroundings. She made friends at the local school, and she enjoyed
exploring the beautiful countryside around Ashwell. She also found solace
in writing letters to her family, sharing her experiences and longing to be
reunited with them.

Return to London

In 1944, as the war drew to a close, Julie was finally able to return to
London. The city had been heavily damaged by the bombing, but Julie was
overjoyed to be back home with her family. The reunion was filled with tears
of joy and relief, and Julie was eager to share her stories of life in the
countryside with her parents and brothers.

However, Julie's return home was bittersweet. The war had taken a heavy
toll on her family. Her father had been injured in the fighting, and her
mother's health had deteriorated. Julie's brothers had also been
traumatized by the war, and they struggled to adjust to civilian life.

Post-War Life

In the years after the war, Julie and her family worked hard to rebuild their
lives. Julie continued her education, eventually becoming a teacher. She
married and had two children of her own, who she raised with the same
values of resilience and hope that had sustained her through the war years.

Julie never forgot her experiences as a British War Child. She dedicated
her life to sharing her story with others, speaking at schools and events
about the importance of peace and understanding. Julie's story is a
reminder of the indomitable spirit of children, and the power of hope even in
the darkest of times.



Julie Matern's story is one of resilience, hope, and triumph. As a British War
Child, she endured the unimaginable hardships of war, but she emerged
from the experience with an unyielding determination to make a difference
in the world.

Julie's story is a testament to the strength and resilience of children, and
the power of love and family to overcome even the most difficult
challenges. It is a story that should be told and remembered for
generations to come, reminding us of the importance of peace,
compassion, and the indomitable spirit that resides within us all.
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