
The Life, Death, and Legacy of One Laptop
Per Child Infrastructures

In the early 2000s, the One Laptop Per Child (OLPC) project emerged with
a bold vision: to provide every child in the developing world with a rugged,
low-cost laptop. The project's founder, Nicholas Negroponte, believed that
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access to technology could revolutionize education and empower children
to learn and create.
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For a while, the OLPC project seemed poised to achieve its ambitious
goals. The laptops were distributed to millions of children in dozens of
countries. However, over time, the project faced a number of challenges,
including technical difficulties, lack of sustainability, and changing
educational priorities.

In this article, we will explore the life, death, and legacy of the OLPC
project. We will examine the factors that contributed to its initial success
and eventual decline. We will also discuss the lessons that can be learned
from the OLPC experience and how they can inform future efforts to bridge
the digital divide.

The Early Years
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The OLPC project was founded in 2005 by Nicholas Negroponte, a co-
founder of the MIT Media Lab. Negroponte had long been a proponent of
using technology to improve education. He believed that giving children
access to laptops would allow them to learn at their own pace, explore their
interests, and collaborate with others around the world.

The OLPC laptop was designed to be rugged, affordable, and easy to use.
It featured a 7-inch screen, a solid-state drive, and a battery that could last
for up to 12 hours. The laptop also came pre-loaded with a suite of
educational software, including games, simulations, and productivity tools.

In 2007, the OLPC project launched its first pilot program in Peru. The
program was a success, and the laptops were well-received by both
students and teachers. In the following years, the OLPC project expanded
to dozens of other countries, including Rwanda, Nigeria, and Cambodia.

By 2010, the OLPC project had distributed over 2 million laptops to children
in developing countries. The project had also received widespread acclaim
from educators, policymakers, and the media.

Challenges and Decline

However, the OLPC project also faced a number of challenges. One
challenge was the technical difficulty of implementing the project in remote
and resource-poor areas. The laptops were often damaged or stolen, and
the lack of reliable internet connectivity made it difficult to access
educational materials.

Another challenge was the lack of sustainability. The OLPC laptops were
expensive to produce, and the project relied on donations to fund its



operations. As the global economy slowed down in the late 2000s, the
OLPC project found it increasingly difficult to raise the necessary funds.

Finally, the OLPC project also faced changing educational priorities. In
many countries, governments began to focus on providing basic education
to all children, rather than on providing laptops to a select few. This shift in
priorities made it difficult for the OLPC project to justify its existence.

In 2012, the OLPC project announced that it would be winding down its
operations. The project had failed to achieve its goal of providing every
child in the developing world with a laptop. However, the project had left a
lasting legacy.

Legacy

The OLPC project was a bold experiment in using technology to improve
education. Although the project ultimately failed to achieve its goals, it did
leave a lasting legacy.

One of the most important legacies of the OLPC project is the idea that
every child deserves access to technology. The project helped to raise
awareness of the digital divide and the importance of providing all children
with the tools they need to learn and succeed.

Another legacy of the OLPC project is the development of low-cost laptops.
The OLPC laptop was the first of its kind, and it paved the way for the
development of other low-cost laptops, such as the Raspberry Pi and the
Chromebook. These laptops have made it possible for millions of children
around the world to access technology.



Finally, the OLPC project also helped to change the way we think about
education. The project showed that technology can be used to supplement
traditional teaching methods and provide children with new opportunities for
learning.

Lessons Learned

The OLPC project provides a number of important lessons for future efforts
to bridge the digital divide.

One lesson is that it is important to focus on sustainability. The OLPC
project relied on donations to fund its operations, and this made it
vulnerable to changes in the global economy. Future projects should
explore more sustainable funding models.

Another lesson is that it is important to be realistic about the challenges of
implementing technology in developing countries. The OLPC project faced
a number of technical difficulties, including the lack of reliable internet
connectivity. Future projects should be aware of these challenges and
develop strategies to address them.

Finally, it is important to remember that technology is only one part of the
solution to educational inequality. Technology can be used to supplement
traditional teaching methods and provide children with new opportunities for
learning. However, it is not a substitute for well-trained teachers and a
supportive learning environment.

The OLPC project was a bold experiment in using technology to improve
education. Although the project ultimately failed to achieve its goals, it did
leave a lasting legacy. The project helped to raise awareness of the digital



divide and the importance of providing all children with the tools they need
to learn and succeed. It also helped to develop low-cost laptops and
change the way we think about education. The lessons learned from the
OLPC experience can inform future efforts to bridge the digital divide and
improve education for all children.
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