
The Scarlet Pimpernel : Classic Illustrated
The Scarlet Pimpernel is a timeless classic that has captivated generations
of readers with its thrilling adventures, daring rescues, and unforgettable
characters. First published in 1903 by Baroness Emma Orczy, the novel
has since become a beloved work of literature, spawning numerous
adaptations, including plays, films, and television series.

In 1946, Classics Illustrated released a stunning comic book adaptation of
The Scarlet Pimpernel, bringing the story to life in a vibrant and captivating
way. This adaptation, illustrated by the legendary Joe Maneely, is
considered a masterpiece of the genre and has become a highly sought-
after collector's item.

The Story

The Scarlet Pimpernel is set during the French Revolution, a period of
great turmoil and bloodshed. Sir Percy Blakeney is a wealthy English
aristocrat leading a double life. By day, he appears as a foppish and
seemingly ineffectual dandy. But by night, he transforms into the Scarlet
Pimpernel, a mysterious and elusive figure who rescues French aristocrats
from the guillotine.
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The Pimpernel's daring exploits become a legend, striking terror into the
hearts of the French revolutionaries. Led by the ruthless Robespierre, they
are determined to unmask the Pimpernel and put an end to his
interference.

Meanwhile, Sir Percy's wife, Marguerite, is torn between her loyalty to her
husband and her desire to protect him from the dangers that surround him.
As the stakes escalate, Marguerite must make a fateful decision that will
determine the fate of the Scarlet Pimpernel.

The Characters

The Scarlet Pimpernel features a cast of unforgettable characters, each
with their own motivations and complexities.

Sir Percy Blakeney: A wealthy and charming aristocrat who leads a
double life as the Scarlet Pimpernel.

Marguerite Blakeney: Sir Percy's beautiful and intelligent wife, torn
between duty and love.

Robespierre: The ruthless leader of the French Revolution,
determined to unmask the Pimpernel.

Chauvelin: A cunning and ambitious aristocrat who seeks to win
Marguerite's heart.
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Armand St. Just: A young and idealistic revolutionary who becomes
the Pimpernel's nemesis.

The Classic Illustrated Adaptation

The Classics Illustrated adaptation of The Scarlet Pimpernel is a faithful
and thrilling rendition of the original novel. Joe Maneely's artwork is
stunning, capturing the drama and emotion of the story with his dynamic
linework and expressive character designs.

The adaptation retains the novel's core themes of heroism, sacrifice, and
the enduring power of love. It also captures the historical context of the
French Revolution, providing readers with a glimpse into this tumultuous
period.

The Scarlet Pimpernel Classic Illustrated is a masterpiece of comic book
art that brings the timeless novel to life in unforgettable fashion. Joe
Maneely's stunning artwork and the adaptation's faithful storytelling make it
a must-read for fans of the original novel and comic book enthusiasts alike.

Whether you are a long-time fan of The Scarlet Pimpernel or encountering
the story for the first time, this classic illustrated edition is sure to captivate
you with its thrilling adventures, unforgettable characters, and timeless
themes.
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