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Synopsis

When We Fell Apart is a poignant and unforgettable novel by Singaporean
author Sharlene Teo. The story follows Rayna, a young woman who has
just lost her beloved father to cancer. As she grapples with her grief, Rayna
uncovers a series of secrets about her family that she never knew existed.
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Through flashbacks, we learn about Rayna's childhood and her complex
relationship with her parents. We see how her father's illness brought them
closer together, but also how it exposed the cracks in their marriage. We
also learn about Rayna's strained relationship with her mother, who has
always seemed distant and aloof.

As Rayna delves deeper into the past, she begins to question everything
she thought she knew about her family. She discovers that her father
wasn't always the perfect man she remembered him to be, and that her
mother has been harboring secrets of her own.

When We Fell Apart is a beautifully written and deeply moving novel that
explores the complexities of love, loss, and the enduring power of memory.
It is a story about how we cope with grief, how we forgive those who have
hurt us, and how we find healing in the aftermath of loss.

Characters

Rayna: The protagonist of the novel, a young woman who is struggling
to cope with the death of her father.

Sam: Rayna's father, a kind and loving man who passed away from
cancer.

Lilian: Rayna's mother, a distant and aloof woman who has been
keeping secrets from her daughter.

Vincent: Rayna's brother, a successful businessman who is trying to
hold the family together in the wake of their father's death.

Karen: Rayna's best friend, a loyal and supportive woman who is
always there for her.



Themes

Love and loss: When We Fell Apart is a story about the power of love
and the pain of loss. Rayna's love for her father is the driving force
behind her journey of self-discovery, and her loss is what forces her to
confront the secrets of her family.

Family secrets: The novel explores the devastating consequences of
family secrets. Rayna's mother has been keeping secrets from her
daughter for years, and these secrets have had a profound impact on
their relationship.

Forgiveness: When We Fell Apart is also a story about forgiveness.
Rayna must learn to forgive her mother for the secrets she has kept,
and she must also learn to forgive herself for her own mistakes.

Healing: The novel ends on a note of hope and healing. Rayna is able
to find healing from her grief and rebuild her relationship with her
mother. She learns that it is possible to move on from loss, even if the
pain never truly goes away.

Writing Style

Sharlene Teo's writing style is lyrical and evocative. She has a gift for
creating vivid and memorable characters, and her prose is both elegant
and accessible. When We Fell Apart is a beautifully written novel that will
stay with you long after you finish reading it.

When We Fell Apart is a powerful and moving novel that explores the
complexities of love, loss, and the enduring power of memory. It is a story
that will resonate with anyone who has ever experienced loss, and it is a
story that will stay with you long after you finish reading it.
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